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Quarantini, the cocktail of the pandemic?

Sadly no, we’re talking about new rules which mean that travellers returning from countries including France,
Malta, and the Netherlands will be required to quarantine for 14 days from 15 August.’

Zut alors!

Yes, quite. While this isn’t so much of a problem for people working from home, it could prove expensive
for those who have to go into a workplace, such as healthcare workers, who may lose two weeks’ pay.?

Bonnes vacances...not

If you think this sounds unfair then you’re not alone. The mayor of greater Manchester, Andy Burnham, with
the mayor of the Liverpool city region, Steve Rotheram, and the Trades Union Congress, has launched a
campaign calling for people to be able to claim for any lost wages while in quarantine.3

Does that add up?

The #TimeOutToHelpOut campaign says that, like jury service, quarantine is a civic duty and employers
should continue to pay employees as normal and claim the salary back from the government.*

You can't object to that...

No, but while we’re discussing the law it’s also worth pointing out that in England it’s an offence to refuse
to quarantine without good reason, under the Health Protection Regulations 2020, which came into force on
8 June.”

From La Belle France to Belmarsh?

Not quite. You’re unlikely to end up in jail but, in England, if you don’t quarantine you can be fined £1000,
and if you don’t provide accurate contact information you can be fined up to £3200.°

That’s more than the cost of the holiday

Quite—so it might just be worth fixing yourself a double quarantini and following the rules.

Correction: We amended this article on 18 August 2020 to reflect the World Health Organization’s distinction between “quarantine” (separating
people who are not ill but may have been exposed to covid-19) and “self-isolating” (separating ill or infected people from others to prevent spreading
infection).
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